
ISSUE:
Make sure you know where you CAN and CANNOT go on the Airfield.  Know the meanings of 
signs, markings, and lighting.  It is imperative to know what to do if you find yourself in a critical 
situation on the airfield. Vehicle operators do get lost on the airfield, especially those who do not 
drive on the airfield on a regular basis. 

This “safety talk” is to reinforce 
awareness of what to do in the event you 
become lost on the airfield. There may be 
times when you become totally lost - or - 
you have some idea where you are, but 
not sure how to get back to your job site, 
terminal, or service road. 

If you get lost on the airfield, or find 
yourself approaching these signs and 
markings, DO NOT PANIC. 

 Turn on all your vehicle 
lights (headlights, rotating beacons, strobe lights, hazard lights, etc..), 
and contact City Operations at 773-686-2255.  Always be on the 
lookout for the runway mandatory hold bar and mandatory hold 

sign.  You are NEVER to cross any of these signs or markings unless 
under authorized CDA or FAA Advanced driver escort.

PURPOSE:

Understanding Markings and Lighting: 

STOP 
IMMEDIATELY and DRIVE INTO THE GRASS!

Lost on the airfield? 

 Yellow and blue lights - you are on a TAXIWAY. On a 
taxiway, aircraft are traveling 15-30 mph – allowing 

much more time for pilot and driver to react.  

THIS IS A TAXIWAY.

Emergency on the airfield? DO NOT CALL 911 !!

TOPIC:  Lost on the Airfield Series Handout : 005

If you get Lost: Identify where you are. Look for pavement markings and lights. White markings 
and white lights - you are on a RUNWAY. Immediately 

drive into the grass and get off the runway.  Aircraft can be 
traveling up to 200 mph on a runway.  Therefore, there is 

very little time for the driver or pilot to react.

THIS IS A RUNWAY.

Call: City Operations @ 773-686-2255

(OCC): 773-894-9111
Call: O’Hare Communications Center
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Airport Safety is our #1 Goal!  Sign-Off Sheet

NEVER drive past these lights, signs or markings!

The consequences can be disastrous !!

TOPIC:  Lost on the Airfield Series Handout : 005
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